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Mr. John F. Blake, Deputy Director for

- Administyation ‘ .

MEMORANDUM FOR:

STAT . FROM . R Acting Legislative Counsel o

SUBJECY ‘f: -1if€ih§"5f‘the Moratorium on the Destruction
i of Agency Documents () :

£ N

1. (U} We discussed with Professor G. Robert Blakey,
. Chief Counsel snd Director, House Select Committee on
'Assassinations, if his Committee would have any objection to
the resumption of normal destruction of documents in view
of the decision of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
to 1ift the moratorium. Attached is a copy of the Director's
letter to Chairman Thomas N. Downing not to 1ift the moratorium
without the Committee's approval. : '

2. (U¥) Mr. Bilakey requested that since the Committee's
review of Agency documents is in high gear, he did not want
to discuss the lifting of the moratorium for at least six
weeks when he feels most of the review will be completed.
I am pleased to note that the Committee staff was most
appreciative of the assistance provided by
explaining Agency documents and filing systems which greatly STAT -
facilitated the Committee's review. ' -

3. (U) It is requested that the moratorium remain in
effect. We will, together with |contact the
Committee in six weeks and at that time seek clearance for STAT
the 1lifting of the moratorium to resume normal destruction.

-yl
STAT
Attachment
I t
Distribution:
Orig - Adse STAT
- OLC/Subj

1
1 - OLC/Chromno
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"IN REPLY DLEASE .

 REFER TO Q#1237 M' .

Admiral Stansfield Turner
Director ‘ S
Central Intelligence Agency
‘Washington, D. C. 20505

. Dear Admiral Turners: .

- On July 17, 1976 I requested thalt the wmoratorium on
destruction of intelligence and investigative records
originally requested by Senators Mansfield and Scott be

. extended through December 17, 1976. No further extensions
have been formally requested. Therefore, all agencies

maintaining records pursuant to the moratorium may return to
normal records destruction policies. . .

X wonld iequest that any changes in records maintenarce

or destruction procedures affecting intelligence or =i
investigations which have been promulgated since the T )
moratoriuvm was instituted as well as any future changes in’~ -

procedures be brought to the attention of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence. ‘ ~ "
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Ilonorable Th@mas N. Downmg, Chan'raan
Selcct Committee on Assassmahons

«
o)

CH
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Déar Mr C}mirman, .

DO BB AR TRy .50

of my. étaﬁ’ h?s reiayed to me the interest = - . S
. of your Chief Counsel, Mr. Richard Sprague, that records related to o Ay
. the inVestigation of the deaths okJohn F. Kennedy and Martin Luther - .~ SR
. King. J'r..-not be d&s;roy:ed once the "moratm;mm" on the destruction of ; . ’
""Agenc? remrd@ is hr..ed. ' f 'Lef: me assure you that. there is no cause for -

- e :‘7‘ Tbﬂ mara“"aﬁ vz w 25 J.mpoaed on ?:hﬂ destruction of UIA records .
in 197:) durlng the mvcshgaﬁmn by the Senate Select Commities to Study )

Ggveérnmeanial Operationy with Respect to Intellipence Activities and will
expire on 1§ Dacember 1976, At that time regular document destruction ' -
will begin in accordance with records control schedules approved by the
Aréhivist of the United States and subject to revx\,\" by the Senate Sclect ‘ -
- Committee on Intelligence. ' The Agency's policy 1 in regard to the lifting .
of the destructidn "moratorium” and the application of records contral
schedules # the orderly disposition of Agency records wa jpublishad in
the Federal Register, a copy of which is cnclosed S o e

. 1t is CTA's policy to fully support invesﬁgative bodies of the
xecutive, Legislative, or Judicial Branch, and we will continue to do o
"so. Once the "mora*_orium“ is lifted, we will destroy no materials which S
would .appsar to relate ‘o ybur-investigations or be of interest to your ' -
Cosnmittee. Further, ve will make available for your review the lists for
disposition of records prepared for the Archivist at the same time these
lists 2re submitied to the Senate Select Comimitice on Intellipence.
FMaterial designated for destruction in the lists will not be Je_ stroyed un’cﬂ
your Commiilee notifies U.c‘ Agcncy that it has completed its review, and -
has no obicction. Tc date, 1_> l sts have been furnished to the Senate
Select Comrmiltce and they will be made available for your review : .-
hamediately, -
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